CONFIDENTIAL P ——

Approved For Release 2002/06/25 : CIA-RDP62-00631R000300040001-5

QG 3-136a
OGC Has Reviewed
23 August 1956
MEMOBANDEM POR: Director of Personnel
SUBJECT: Disposition of Gifts From Foreign Goverumengs

1. We have received your 3 Jaly rezn
megsorandum of 259 Jul, z
Sur views on the disposition of #ifts presented to Asng emlﬁigf
by Tepresentatives of forelin zowernments. You pose two wqyx. ]
questions, as follows: fe

"a. If a determination is
mnde that the individua} ; g
retain the Jift, m8y there be & provisiea for returning :3?::0;1&

"b. If a determinstion is mede tha retat
I t the gift wvill 4
by the Ag-mg,:ith&r indefinitely or pandin: the recipf:nt'a ned
m'wutim m;-aq;ratim, may the gift be donated to o charitavle
{mlf Tt e j’,n &5 the Public Service Ald Soclety, for salet
rest tended that the gift ultimately be returned %o tt-
plent, such sale would be made only upon his ngreenant“?“

2. Article i, 8 Clmuse
reade as follows: » Section 9, 8, of the Pederal Comstitution

M;:apgﬁwmuty 3ball be grented by the United &t tes:
oty wsﬁmmtha sg a0y Offiee of Profit or Prust under theg,

: ; gty t;teet 0?@3&::, scceptl of any present;
Prince, or Poreign State.” ’ an,v‘k#.nd whatever, from an e

Title 5, %etimllfa,oftbeﬂ. S. Code resds:
»
Any present, decoration, or other thing which shall be

conferred or Presentod by of'fi
- &ny foreiun goverrment to f
the Unfted 8tates, civil, naval, or wilitary, shall ;Ieutm::g o

@slivered by the
vored Departaent of State wumlecs 50 authorized by act
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Section 115(a) of that title reads az follows:

! “mhe secretary of State is directed to furnish to the 75th

| Congress and to each alternate Comgress thersafier s 1list of those
retired officers or employees of the United States for vhom the
Department of Sgate under the provisions of Sectlion 115 of thic
Ttle, is holding decormtions, orders, medals or presents tendered
them by Yorelzn Governments.”

The President, on April 13, 1954, directed that after that dete no requests
should be submitted for the consent of Congress to aceept such giftc for
anyone except retired perzomel. ' LEGL

25X1

b, To reply specifically to your questiorn 8., above, the ;ift mey
be turmed over to the emploree only upen express suthority of the Congress.
We would, of course, have ochvious security cbstacles to overcome before
seeking such legisletion. Question h must be mnswered in the nezative.
There 1is no suthority for the Azency to dlspose of the ;ifts; they ere
not Pederal property.

5. The impasse created by this situstion--in the State Pepartrent
it has becoms a Jenulne warehousing problem—--together with & policy
disagreecsent within the Executive Breunch, in vhich the Congress has showr
considerable Iinterest, has led to the formmtion of the Interdepartacntal
Comsittee on Gifts, of which the Genersl Counsel of this Agency le &
member. This committee 1s to cecommend leglelstion to Cangrees designed
to solve the many problems incident to administrative control gver these
gifts. Enmctment of such lezislation is hoped for next session. We
recomeend deferring any further atteampts at solution of this problan
untll Conoress takes action, which action should provide guides for us
to follow within the framework of our particular needs.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 13, 1954

TO THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS
AND ESTABLISHMENTS:

Except as other procedures may be authorized by law, as in the case of
decorations which may be authorized for military combat or war-time
service, each department and establishment will hereafter be governed
by the requirements of the Act of June 27, 1934 (5 U.S.C. 115a) with
respect to requesting the consent of Congress for retired personnel to
accept gifts, decorations, awards, or any other thing tendered to them
by a foreign government, No request shall be submitted hereafter for
other than retired personnel.

1, In the month of April, 1954, and one full month before the beginning
of the Second Session of each alternate Congress thereafter, each agency
will compile and transmit to the Secretary of State a list of its retired
personnel for whom the Department of State under the provisions of the
Act of January 31, 1881 (5 U,S.C. 115) is holding decorations, orders,
medals, or presents tendered them by foreign governments and for the
acceptance of which the agency desires to request the consent of the
Congress, Supporting documentation will be submitted with the list and
will include the name of the intended recipient, the date on which retired,
the name of the donor government, the name or title or other identifica-
tion of the thing to be accepted, and the specific reason for which it was
tendered,

2, The Secretary of State will have prepared an omnibus authorizing bill
covering the retired personnel listed by departments and will transmit
such bill and consolidated list to the Congress,

3. Each department and establishment will be prepared to provide, on
behalf of any such retired person, such further information as the appro-
priate Committees of the Congress may require with respect to any award
tendered to such retired personnel.
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4, Before submitting any consolidated list to the Congress, the Secre-
tary of State will review the list in order to ascertain if there is any
objection to the acceptance of any award therein proposed from the point
of view of the foreign policy of the United States, If there be any such
objection, the matter may be presented to the President for his decision,

5. These instructions supersede those of January 6, 1950, with re sSESTATINTL
to decorations tendered by foreign governments,
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